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VOYAGES
by Yoshi Oida

Tibetan Book of the Dead

Yoshi Oida
Elsa Wolliaston
Oliver Coupille

The Tibetan Book of the Dead tells the story of a dead man who
refuses to leave the land of the living. Instead he attempts to cling to
his past and his former love ...

Tale of the Chameleon

Yoshi Oida
Koffi Koko
Pape Thiam
Peter Florence

The Peul tribe in the Niger recounts the tale of three men who
undertook a long subterranean journey into the land of Kaydara,
God of gold and knowledge. The journey is peopled with invisible
spirits and occult forces, with hidden meanings in each of the
travellers’ encounters ...

Direction  Yoshi Oida

Costumes  Alain de Raucourt
(Tibetan Book of the Dead) :

Costumes  Kate Van Houten
(Tale of the Chameleon)

Lighting  Tanya Burns
Sound  Piers Marsh
Stage Manager  Patrick Watkinson

Production Photographer  Ivan Kyncl

British premiere: The Aimeida Theatre, 31 July 1990
Each play runs for approximately 1 hour. There will be one
interval of 15 minutes.

The Almeida is grateful for the support of the Japan Foundation.
Many thanks to Lorna Marshall.

THE ALMEIDA THEATRE o

Artstic Director Tan McDiarmid Production Manager Simon Harper

Associate Director Jonathan Kent Techniclan Tanya Burns/Piers Marsh

General Manager Hilary Keenlyside House Manager Kate Delaney

Music Festival Co-ordinator  Marc Dondey Box.Offite Manager Crris O'Brien

Musical Festival Administrator Tempe Brickhil " DeputyHouseManager  Rachel Wyndham . ,
Head of Development Jan Lannox Box Office Assistants Racpei Inman/Simon Onwurah/Jane Bodie
Finance Officer Peter Vaspe Head Ushers Rosie BlalfntCamIA Moﬂey!Nall McDonald
Finance Assistant Enc Laysel Almeida Cleaners Carol Axaig'Francina Ramirez

Assistant Administrator Piu Bose Lighting Consultant Nick Chelton

Press Offioer Charlotte Eilenberg (071-226 4001) Sound Cansultant JohnLeonard

Marketing Officer Christine Bisalt Graphic Design Consultants  Halpin Grey Vermeir

Development Officer Breda Daly Wine Bar Management Stage Bar Co. Lid.

Assistant to General Manager Alex Hinton Medical Adviser Dr. R, Pearson

We are grateful for the invaluable help and enthusiasm of our volunteers,

Please do not smoke, eat or drink, or take recording equipment and cameras into the auditorium. And please remember that noise suc
as coughing, rustling of programmes and the bleeping of digital watches can be distracting to performers and also spoils the
performance for other members of the audience.
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OLIVER COUPILLE Music

QOliver Coupille is a French musician. He composes
electronic music and has given concerts of his work
throughout Europe.

PETER FLORENCE Storyteller

Theatre: work includes national tours of The Pity of
War, Portrait of the Artist as a Young Dog, Death in
Custody, War Music, Roald Dahl's Revolting Rhymes
and the musical version of Christopher Fry's Boy with
a Cart directed by the author. Most of the work has
toured in Europe for the British Council, from the Lyric
Hammersmith or the Traverse, Edinburgh.

TV: First Love, and his own adaptations of the award-
winning Pity of Warand of The Volunteers.

Direction: founder and Director of the Projects
Company and the Sunday Times Hay-on-Wye Festival
of Literature.

KOFFI KOKO Choreography and dance
Koffi Koko comes from West Africa. He is a
Professor of African dance and teaches in
Paris. He choreographs and performs for
his own company which tours regularly
throughout Europe.

YOSHI OIDA Direction and performer

After training in the traditional theatre arts of Noh,
Kyogen and Kabuki, Yoshi Oida performed extensively
in film and theatre in Japan. In 1968, he was invited by
Jean-Louis Barrault to work at the Odéon Theatre in
Paris. Then Peter Brook offered him the part of Ariel in
The Tempest. Yoshi then became a founder member
of the Centre Internationale de Recherche Theatrale

which Brook established at the Bouffes du Nord in
Paris. As 2 member of this company, he performed in
Orghast, the I, Conference of the Birds and, most
recently, The Mahabharata. He also participated in
Brook's journey through Africa and has been
responsible for much of the training of Brook's
company. His British performances include a research
piece based on The Tempest directed by Peter Brook
(RSC at the Roundhouse 1968), the / (London 1976),
Interrogations  (Almeida  Theatre 1981), The
Mahabharata (Glasgow 1988 and Channel 4).

ALAIN DE RAUCOURT Costumes

(Tibetan Book of the Dead)

Alain de Raucourt designs costumes for ballet and
dance in France.

PAPE THIAM Musician

Pape Thiam is a musician from Senegal. He works
frequently with Koffi Koko as a member of Koffi's
performing group.

KATE VAN HOUTON Costumes (Tale of the
Chameleon)

Kate van Houton is an American painter based
in Paris.

ELSA WOLLIASTON Choreographer and performer
Elsa Wolliaston grew up in Africa. Her father is African.
Her mother is American. For over twenty years, she
has been teaching actors, singers and professional
dancers a technique for movement inspired by African
influences. She also choreographs and performs for
her own company which tours regularly throughout
Europe. She frequently works with Yoshi Oida.

COMING NEXT AT THE ALMEIDA

The second Almeida Theatre Season has a French flavour: two specially commissioned translations of
plays by Anouilh and Racine, a British premiere and a series of international Sunday cabaret

performances.

The Rehearsal by Jean Anouilh
13 September — 27 October at 8.00 pm

Anouilh’s dark comedy of sexual intrigue is set in a French chateau in 1950. A Count and
Countess rehearse an 18th century comedy casting themselves, their friends and their
lovers in the leading roles. When a young governess is brought in as a last minute

replacement, illusion soon becomes reality.

The play is the elegant anatomy of the destruction of an innocent.

lan McDiarmid directs and the cast includes Nicola Pagett, Jonathan Hyde, Jonathan Kent, Christine
Kavanagh and Julia Ormond. The set is designed by Anthony Ward. The costumes, both 18th century
and 1950's will be designed by Britain's leading international fashion designer, Jasper Conran. The
specially commissioned translation is by Jeremy Sams.

Bajazet by Jean Racine

1 November - 1 December at 8.00 pm
Racine’s 17th century masterpiece receives its first major performance in Britain in a translation by one
of Britain's most exciting new novelists, Alan Hollinghurst. Bajazet explores the conflict between
political ambition and romantic obsession. Set in a seraglio in Byzantium, the warrior Bajazet falls prey
to a ferocious game where the participants must choose between love or death....

Peter Eyre directs and the cast includes Suzanne Bertish. The set and costumes are by Chioe
Obolensky, the designer of Peter Brook's Mahabarata.

In the Solitude of Cotton Fields by Bernard-Marie Koltes
15, 16, 17, 23, 24 November at 10.30 pm; Sunday 18 and Sunday 25 November at 4.00 pm. ,
This remarkable two character play, in which a dealer confronts a client, receives its British Premp‘?e in G L C
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a new translation by Christopher Rathbone. The play recently completed a highly successful rué’at the
Theatre des Amandiers in Nanterre. It will be directed by Kim Dambaek.

ALMEIDA THEATRE BOX OFFICE: 071-359 4404
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THE ALMEIDA THEATRE - HOW YOU CAN HELP

Although the Almeida Theatre receives a certain amount of grant support, this is not enough to allow
the theatre to produce its own work. The Almeida is therefore heavily dependent on the generosity of
independent donors and private sector sponsors fo meet the demands of an artistic policy, which has
been hailed in the press as “a programme of which even the most extravagantly funded national
company could be proud.”

A number of schemes have been developed to enable our audiences to support the theatre and
become more involved. Friends, Sponsors, Benefactors and Patrons of the Aimeida are greatly valued
and receive a variety of special privileges. These range from free tickets for Aimeida Theatre
Company productions to invitations to private concerts, masterclasses and parties attended by
performers and the staff of the theatre. /

Companies can sponsar a production at the Almeida unde’f a scheme which offers enormous scope
for promotion and recognjuon as well as entertainment. )

We do urgently need your h p For further info tact Jan Lennox, Head of
Development at the AlmeldaT trey Almei aStreet London N1 1TA, orftelephone on 071-226 7432.

The Almeida Theatre is most grateful the IIowi for thelrsupporl and the interest they have taken
in our work.

\ |
\
PATRONS J /
Mr & Mrs A B Chace, Jnr | Mr & Mrs K Hebben /
Mr & Mrs Malcolm Chace, Jar | // |
BENEFACTORS / i /
Mrs Joan Brady /| MrBil enwnght /
Dr & Mrs Robert Carroll | Miss Gillian Mahler-Ferguson
Mrs Evelyn Chace /| Mrénd Mrs Eric and Jeanne Linnes
MrMalcolmChacelll / © | Mr&Mrs Robert Nicholas
The David Cohen Family Trust Mr & Mrs Wilson F Nolen
Judy Daish Associates "/ Mr&MrsHenry Slack
SPONSORS /
Mr Richard Albright : Mr George Kessler
Art & Science Ltd London Arts Discovery Tours
Mr Kenneth Baldry Mr Howard Lichterman
Mr Michael Bowers Mr Stephen Massil
Ms Katie Bradford Mr John Mullis & Ms Margery Alithorpe-Guyton
Mrs Evelyn Cochran Mr & Mrs Rueben F Richards
Dr& Mrs Paul Cushman, Jnr Mr & Mrs Richard Scheuch
Ms Mavis Gregson Mr Frank L Skillern
Mr &Mrs Nicholas Higham Mr & Mrs Richard Slater
bin Jacob Mr & Mrs Christoph Trestler
Mr & Mrs Robert Kean, Jnr Ms Cecilia Tso and Mr Waide Warner
Mr & Mrs Malcolm Kent
FRIENDS
Mrs L Buheiry Mr Jeremy King
Ms Denise Cattan Miss Susan Lancaster
Ms Fiona Clarke Ms Marian Lever
Ms Pamela Cohen Mr & Mrs K Ludvigsen
Mr James Cuthbertson Mrs Nora Macleod
Dr Sheilagh Davies Ms Carol Ostrow
Mr Vernon Dobtcheff Mr Geoffrey Robertson
Miss Mary Ferguson Ms Jody Saltonstall
Mr Mark Foley Mr T W Sharp
Ms Mary Gilchrist Mrs Lois Sieff
Ms Cathy Gunn Mr Bernard Simons
Dr & Mrs John Hughes Lady Phyllis Sondes . -
Ms Jenni Jones Mr Andrew Wallerstein & Mary Sloane
Mr Peter Jonas Mr & Mrs Petef Spry-Leverton
Mr Jason Karim Miss Jayne Alexandra Turner
Mr Duncan Kenworthy Ms Elsie'Walker

CURRENT ALMEIDA BUSINESS SPONSORS

For the 1990 Almeida International Festival
LUFTHANSA GERMAN AIRLINES

CAL Futures Ltd  Mercury Personal Communications
Funding bodies:
Greater London Arts London Borough of Islington

Visiting Arts: London Borough Grants Scheme
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